
The Open Studios Tour is a self-guided tour that attracts thousands of visitors from all over 
Boulder County, the metro Denver area and even surrounding states. The tour takes place 
over the first three weekends in October. Artists may choose which two or three weekends they 
would like to participate.

For 23 years, we have operated with a simple goal: connect artists with people who love art. 
During the first three weekends in October, the Open Studios Tour opens the doors of artists’ 
studios in our community, so they may share their process and work. It also encourages 
conversations, develops understanding between art appreciators and creators, and creates 
relationships that extend far beyond the tour itself.

Eligibility Requirements
We welcome all artists from emerging to professional. Your body of work should be well
developed and demonstrate your competency, proficiency, and skill in your craft.
In order to apply, you will need:
• 5-8 original pieces for the application; a minimum of 12 original pieces on hand for the 

opening day of the tour.
• High quality photographs of your work (hiring a professional photographer is optimal).
• An artist statement or description of your materials and technique.

Studio Eligibility
An Open Studios Tour site is defined as the artist’s regular workspace and must retain the 
atmosphere of art‐making, with materials, equipment, works‐in‐progress, and processes 
visible.

Per the Open Studios Board of Directors: “Accepted artists' primary studio or board approved 
studio must be within the geography shown on the map within the application and shown in 
that studio. Contact Open Studios before applying if you have any doubts as to whether or not 
your studio meets these requirements.”

Saturday & Sunday, October 6th & 7th
Saturday & Sunday, October13th & 14th
Saturday & Sunday, October 20th & 21st

All studios open 12 NOON-6PM

2018 Boulder Open Studios Tour 
Guidelines and FAQ



Group Studios
Each artist must apply separately. There is no reduced fee for group studios and no group 
application. Each participating artist will have their own separate listing and page on both the 
Open Studios Tour Website and in the printed catalog, including their studio location (with 
google map), a gallery of images, information unique to their specific studio practice and 
product, their artist statement, and contact information (including links). The Tour catalog will 
be available for free at several locations around Boulder and Denver counties.

For group studios - per the Open Studios Board of Directors- “We rely on you to respect and 
adhere to the Group Studios policy as stated here. If artists participate who have not been 
selected, this undermines the intent of the evaluation process.” Group Studio Policy: 
Participating artists must display large, prominent signs (supplied by Open Studios) in their 
own space saying “Open Studios Participating Artist”. We request that non-participating artists 
respect the event by 1) not actively promoting their work to attendees visiting the studio to see 
Open Studios artists and 2) not displaying any signage in their space that mentions Open 
Studios and/or previous participation in Open Studios.

Artists not complying with studio eligibility and group studio conditions will be 
ineligible to participate in future Open Studios Tours.

Jury Process
The panel uses a blind jury process to review each set of images provided by each artist; 
identities of individual artists are not disclosed to jurors. Materials, dimensions for each image, 
and your description of materials & techniques are made available to the jury. Although CaFE 
requires the inclusion of cost for each piece of artwork submitted, price information is NOT 
provided to the jurors and is NOT considered in the jury process. You can enter the sale price 
of the piece or $0.00.

Jurors will be given the following guidelines to direct their deliberations:
The Boulder Open Studios Tour showcases art in a broad range of media and styles. The 
event contributes to public awareness about the quality and diversity of the artists in our 
community. The event is an opportunity to show a body of original artwork that reflects a 
personal style and vision, and technical proficiency with their medium. You are being asked to 
assess whether or not you feel an applicant's work is of suitable quality to be presented to the 
public, and is compatible with the philosophy and purpose of the Boulder Open Studios Tour. 
When jurying for our tour, you will review and score the artwork using a scale of 1‐7 applying 
the following criteria:

• Technical Proficiency: The images show expertise in a given medium.
• Consistent Body of Work: The body of work looks like it was created by the same artist, 

reflecting their personal creativity and voice.

Scores from all judges will be averaged. Open Studios staff will determine the cut-off point for 
invitation to the tour. There is no pre-determined cut-off score for inclusion in the Open Studios 
Tour.



Open Studios Tour Preview Exhibit
An exhibit of original work by Open Studios Tour artists takes place at the Museum of Boulder. 
If you work in large‐scale format, consider creating a smaller piece for the Preview Exhibit in 
order for your work to be included in this popular community exhibit. The exhibit features work 
by nearly all Open Studios artists, which makes enforcing size restrictions critical:

• Wall‐Hung Work: Size limit is 36" maximum height and width, including mat and frame.
• 3D work: Size limit is 42" high x 24" wide x 24” deep, including the base.
• Artwork in the Preview Exhibit must be for sale.
• Artwork must be similar to the work submitted with your application.
• Artwork must be representative of the work visitors will see at your studio.
• Sales of Preview Exhibit pieces will be handled by Open Studios with a commission split of 

40% to OS and 60% to the artist. Any credit card fees will come out of Open Studios’ portion 
of the split.

Artist Volunteer Service Hours
Artists who select the volunteer exchange option are required to perform 10 hours of service to 
Open Studios. Volunteer jobs take place between May and December. Participating artists will 
sign up for their volunteer service online.

Costs for the Open Studios Tour
$35 application fee
Nonrefundable and is due at time of application.

$285 Participation Fee
Once invited, your participation fee of $285 will be due no later than May 16, 2018.

Artists may wish to participate in the volunteer exchange program, in which artists agree to 
exchange 10 hours of volunteer service with Open Studios for a $100 reduction in the Open 
Studios Tour participation fee. This is available to the first 50 artists who select the option on 
their application via CaFE.

Artists may also receive a $10 discount for every new artist they refer to the application. Artists 
must be indicated on the new artists application in order to receive this discount. There is no 
limit on this discount.

Applications are available ONLY at CaFE: https://www.callforentry.org/
festivals_unique_info.php?ID=5120

https://www.callforentry.org/festivals_unique_info.php?ID=5120


Requirements for Catalog
Each artists will have one image featured in the Open Studios Tour Catalog, which will be 
printed and available as a download on the Open Studios website.

Please include the image you would like featured as the first image on your application. We will 
make every effort to use this image, but if your chosen image does not work with the format of 
the catalog layout, image selection will be at the discretion of our catalog designer.

The work depicted must have been created within the last five years, be representative of the 
work submitted with your application, and of the work visitors will see in the studio.

Considerations when selecting your featured image:
• Images are shown 6 to a page in the printed Catalog.
• Maximum space for each image is 3.5” wide x 2.5” tall. If you want to take advantage of the 

most space, choose a horizontal, rectangular image.
• Images on the page are surrounded by white. 3‐D work should be photographed with a grey 

or colored background rather than white so that the work doesn’t look like it’s “floating” on the 
page.

• Choose a colorful image that will stand out when printed in that size.

What kind of benefits will I receive as an Open Studios artist?
• $15,000+ in print, online, and radio marketing throughout the Boulder County, Denver Metro 

areas and beyond.
• A full listing with an image in the Open Studios Tour Catalog (8,000 free catalogs printed and 

catalog available for free download on our website.)
• A dedicated webpage featuring a gallery of your artwork, artist statement, map to your studio, 

contact information, and links to your email and website on the Open Studios main website 
from July 2018 through Jan 2019 and made available through our archive after that.

• Social media outreach through Open Studios Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and e‐blasts with 
a reach of more than 4,000 people.

• Four+ week exhibit of your work in the Preview Exhibit at the Museum of Boulder.
• Increased visibility and name recognition.
• Two to three full weekends to welcome the public to your studio.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS



Why did the format change from 2 weekends to 3 and what’s that all about?
In 2018, we have expanded the tour to three weekends. Artists will have the opportunity to 
choose which two or three weekends they would like to participate. Our website and printed 
catalog will contain the schedules for every artist in the tour, so there will be plenty of 
communication with the public about when each artist’s location will be open to the public.

This flexible format is successfully followed by many large studio tours (like ours) all over the 
country. Boulder is an exciting and growing art destination! We are excited to expand and 
create even more opportunities for artists to share their creative processes and products with 
our local and non-local community.

This change was made for several reasons:

1.) One of the biggest complaints we have received from the public is that due to the sheer 
number of good artists in the tour, they can’t see as many as they would like to over only 2 
weekends. Spreading the tour over more weekends, creates flexibility and more time for 
people to get to all the studios they want to visit. 

2.) To make the schedule more flexible for participating artists; you have more flexibility to 
choose when you would like to participate. 

3.) To be more inclusive; we all know that due to the rising cost of real estate, it is getting 
harder and harder each year to have a studio in Boulder. With the extended timeline, we have 
also extended the boundaries of the tour to the north, so artists in Boulder County north of the 
city up to and including Lyons will have the chance to participate in a studio tour. (Please note 
that artists in Lyons lost their studio tour with the flood of 2013. Since that time and until now, 
they have been the only artists in Boulder County without a studio tour opportunity.)

How do I choose which weekends to participate? 
Artists have the option of choosing which weekends they would like to participate (at least 2). If 
an artist feels like being open two weekends in a row is going to be difficult for them, they 
might choose to do the first and last weekend. Some artists may choose to be open the first 
two weekends because that is what they have done in the past. If you just can’t make a 
decision regarding which weekends to be open, we suggest this: if your name begins with 
letters A-N, have your studio open the first 2 weekends. If your name begins with the letters M-
Z, have you studio open the last 2 weekends. 

When do I have to choose the weekends I want to participate? 
Artists will have the flexibility to choose which 2 weekends they want to participate in the tour 
this year, from the 3 offered weekends. Artists may also decide to participate for all three Tour 
weekends. Artists’ decisions must be finalized with Open Studios by the last week of June to 
ensure that information makes it into our printed catalog. 



How will the public know which days my studio is open? 
Studio schedules will be available on each artists’ individual web page, on their listing in the 
printed catalog, and on the master list of all artists. There will also be different maps available 
for each tour weekend on the Open Studios website, with only those studios that are open on 
that particular weekend indicated. 

Who produces the Open Studios Tour?
Open Studios, Inc, a Boulder County visual arts nonprofit, produces the annual Open Studios 
Tour. Our mission is to advance and enrich the visual arts and promote the role of artists within 
the Boulder community.

Where can I find the map of the area served by the Boulder Open Studios 
Tour?
The map is available on the call via CaFE, here: https://www.callforentry.org/fair_plans/
5120.pdf   and at the end of this document.

What if I collaborate with another artist? Can we apply together on one 
application?
If all of the work submitted is collaborative, artists should apply together on one application.

Can I be HOSTED by another artist in the tour?
The intention of the Open Studios Art Tour is to bring the public into the working studios of 
Boulder artists. However, if your studio is in a remote or inaccessible location, if your location 
has little or no access to parking, or if your studio cannot be made open to the public during 
the tour, you may request to be hosted by another Open Studios artist at their location. Hosted 
artists must submit a separate application, listing their host’s studio address on the application. 
Hosted artists must be residents of Boulder County. Host artists may host UP TO TWO 
additional artists in their studio and hosted artists must work in the same medium as host 
artists.

Can I show all my work during the Open Studios Tour, or only what I 
submitted for jurying?
On opening day of the tour you must exhibit a body of work consisting of at least 12 pieces of 
original art in the medium under which you were juried. Artists can show other media and 
styles during Open Studios provided the quality of work is equivalent to the work submitted for 
jurying.

https://www.callforentry.org/fair_plans/5120.pdf


Can I show other artists’ work in my studio? What if my studio is in a 
building with other studios?
Artists must agree not to exhibit, sell, or host non‐participating artists in the space over which 
they have interest or control. We ask artists working in cluster studios to encourage their fellow 
artists to officially participate in the Open Studios Tour. Artists who have not been juried in are 
asked not to present themselves as Open Studios Tour artists during the tour.

May I show and sell reproductions of my work in Open Studios?
A reproduction is defined as a copy of your original art. Reproductions for sale may be included 
in your Open Studios display, with the following restrictions:
• Original work should be prominently displayed and should be seen first as visitors enter the 

studio area.
• Reproductions must be separated from the main body of original work and clearly labeled as 

reproductions.
• An explanation of the reproduction process should be posted near the presentation of any 

reproduction(s).
This explanation should serve to educate the public about the distinction between 
original art and reproductions [e.g. “These are giclée prints (copies) of my oil paintings, 
printed using archival inks and paper on an inkjet printer”].

• Photography and digital art are considered original art, not reproductions.

How do I show my process during the tour?
Showing your process and your studio set‐up is fundamental to the concept of the Open 
Studios Tour. Actual demonstration and works in progress are ideal ways to share your 
process with visitors. If your process is dangerous or very complex, storyboards or visual aids 
may be displayed instead.



2018 Open Studios Tour Timeline

Feb 1 - April 16 (closes at midnight): Application open through CallforEntry.org

April 17 - April 27: Jury convenes

April 27: Review jury and determine the invitees

May 3: Notification of acceptance/rejection/waitlist

May 18: Participation fee & signed contract due to Open Studios

May 19 - June 1: Invite artists from the waitlist as invited artists opt out

June 1: Artist payments are now non-refundable

June 4 - July 13: Artist pages in catalog designed

June 15: Artists must confirm their open studio dates (which weekends they will have their 
studio open)

July 16 - July 30: Artist review of catalog and map

July 31: Map, website, app 1st draft completed

Aug 2 - Aug 16: Catalog complete design

Wed, Aug 22: Catalog delivery to printer

Aug 1 - Aug 6: Artist review of website

Mid-Aug: Pre-Tour Workshop

Sept 5: Printed catalog released

Sept 23: Art drop off/sign pick up for Preview Exhibit - Museum of Boulder, 2205 Broadway 
St. 
**ARTISTS WILL SIGN UP FOR TIME SLOT TO DROP OFF WORK & PICK UP SIGNS

Sept 25 - Oct 22: Preview Exhibit, Museum of Boulder

Oct 5, 6:30PM - 8:30PM: Preview Exhibit Reception @ Museum of Boulder

Oct 6-7 & 13-14, 12PM - 6PM: Boulder Open Studios Tour

Oct 23: Art pick-up/sign drop off at Museum of Boulder. Drop off signage
**ARTISTS WILL SIGN UP FOR TIME SLOT TO PICK UP WORK & DROP OFF SIGNS

TBD: Artist wrap-up party

http://CallforEntry.org


2018 Boulder Open Studios Tour Map Boundaries


